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2000:- Th« heipetofauna of the ^igal'ow Biogeographic

Region has been assessed and documented in some detail

(Covacevich et al. 1 996). Their work comprised a review and

synthesis of material held in several museums, collation of

sightrecords from numerous auihiiriiies w iiliin Ihe region and

reports of cxicnsivc llcklwork. One hundred and forh^ five

species of repliles were recorded a> occurring wilhin die

Brigalow Biogeographic Region (C n\aee\ich el al. 19^6).

In December 19^7, 1 located a pre\iousl> unrecorded

species, Vamniis stwri, in die noilhern portion oftlie region.

A single specimen was Ibund on the Nehu lo ( ollinsx ille road,

c.lOkm north ol' (he Ncvvlands tumon' and 50km S of the

junction witli tlie Mt Coolon - CoUtnsville road at

148°13'E. The road passes through Homevale and Emu
Plains. The specimenWfs located beneath a large fock:pn the

toad verge (Fig. 1 ). A transparency of the specimenlias been

lodged with the Queensland Museum images collection (Reg.

no. C)G37).

The lowrolling hill area where the specimen was found isa

mixed eucalypt open woodland of Mountain Coolibah

{Eucaiyptus atj^dopkila) and f*OT>lar Box (£. popvlma)

interspersed with open grassland patches of Bluegrass

{Bothriochloa decipicns, nuJunihtun] scriceum) and

Kangaroo Gi^s ijh^medu uiLsiruUs), Soils in this ar^ are

cl^y Ipfuns dorjved from shales.. Some outcropping of these

shiiles occurs on1^ peadcs dfthe lo\* hills. Atthe point where

the specimenwas located surface rocks were well embedded.

Varamis storri is found usualK w here rocks provide cover

for their shallow burrows (pers. obs.). Abundant surface

ouicTOpping occurs wilhin 1 0km lo Uie nordio^the site \\ here

the specimen w as located, thougll this area was not seiirehed.

U >eenis likeK that rocks on roadside verges m;i\ p[o%ide

corridors ol suiiahle habitat. V suirri is common in simdar

habitat approximately 150km west ol'this site, in ^e Desert

Uplands Biogeographic Region (pers. obs.).

Aclcndwlcdsekneiiits

Jplians McCostcer of the Qepartqasnt of ^vuronment,

Em^ld, identified botanical sainples fh>mRe sile.
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FIG 1 . Varanus storri on the Nebp to ColSnsVitleToad,


